
 1

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF JASPER 

JULY 25, 2006 
 
 The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Jasper, Indiana, met 
in regular session on Tuesday, July 25, 2006 in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall located at 610 Main Street.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
     Presiding Officer Mayor William J. Schmitt called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 Mayor William J. Schmitt   present 
 Board member Victor J. Knies                present 
 Board member Thomas R. Schmidt  present  
 
 Also present were Police Chief Richard Gunselman, Street Commissioner 
Raymond Eckerle, City Engineer Chad Hurm, Building Commissioner David 
Seger, Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider, Fire Chief Kenneth 
Hochgesang, City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein and Clerk-Treasurer Juanita 
Boehm.   
 

Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm announced that a majority of the board 
members must be present for a quorum.  All three of the board members were 
present; therefore, there was a quorum for the meeting.   

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Schmitt invited all present to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 The board members examined the minutes of the regular meeting held on  
July 11, 2006.  A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas 
Schmidt to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.    
 

STRASSENFEST REQUESTS 
Mayor Schmitt read a letter the City had received from Ed Zoglman, the 

Jasper German Club Strassenfest booth chairman.  According to the letter, the 
German Club was seeking permission to place a storage container on the sidewalk 
in front of a warehouse that is located adjacent to Ripstra’s Law Office.  The 
container would be in back of the German Club stand which is at the same 
location as last year and would be placed on the sidewalk on Monday, July 31, 
2006 and removed on Monday, August 7, 2006. 

 
Mayor Schmitt then said Al Keller was seeking permission to start 

building the Strassenfest main stage on Wednesday, July 26, 2006 instead of 
beginning on Thursday, July 27, 2006.  Again this year, the stage will be built on 
the northeast corner of the Square. 

 
A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 

approve the two Strassenfest requests.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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MOSQUITO LARVICIDE INSPECTIONS 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle presented the results of three 
mosquito larvicide inspections recently conducted by the street department.  
Eckerle said the department treated the areas that needed it. 
 
 Eckerle reminded the public that small areas with stagnant water, such as 
buckets, cups, frisbees, and clogged gutters, are the worst infested areas. 
 
 

W. 6TH STREET TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REALIGNMENT 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said John Truesdale had contacted 
him regarding a temporary traffic pattern change request.  Eckerle reported that 
either today or tomorrow Truesdale needed to tear out steps at the Don Noblitt 
home located along W. 6th Street.  Truesdale requested aligning traffic that runs in 
front of the Noblitt property with cones so traffic would use the center lane. 
 
 Mayor Schmitt commented that he wished the City would receive more 
notice for such requests particularly since this area is a state highway. 
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Victor Knies to 
allow John Truesdale to block off the right traffic lane going west and direct 
traffic to the center lane in order to do step replacement.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

STREET DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle reported that last week he met 
with a representative from Gohmann Asphalt and Construction, the contracting 
company for the state US 231 project.  Eckerle said the state will start the project 
by first doing curb and gutter work, handicapped ramps, etc. Eckerle advised 
them to begin around the 15th Street area in order to avoid the downtown area 
until after the Strassenfest. 
 
 Eckerle also reported that Portersville Road would be closed tomorrow 
and Thursday in order for the contractor to pave that area. 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Police Chief Richard Gunselman presented for review the Jasper Police 

Department June 2006 Vehicle Fuel and Maintenance Report.  City Attorney 
Sandra Hemmerlein questioned whether the fuel cost amount of $2380.66 for car 
#80 was correct.  Gunselman said he will re-check the amounts because that 
number as well as the total fuel cost for the month appeared to be incorrect.  
 
 Gunselman said the department is getting ready for the upcoming 
Strassenfest.  He added that a local business has again offered the department the 
use of segways during the fest. 
 

PORTESVILLE ROAD WIDENING PROJECT 
City Engineer Chad Hurm presented the board with a certificate of 

substantial completion document for the Portersville Road Widening project that 
is dated July 19, 2006.  Hurm said the contractor has 14 days from July 19 to do 
the surface coat.  Hurm also said the contractor still needs to do the final seeding. 
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Mayor Schmitt asked if there are any change orders related to this project.  
Hurm said there will be one change order that contains an add and a deduct that 
will basically offset each other. 
 
 Thereafter, a motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by 
Thomas Schmidt to accept and approve the Certificate of Substantial Completion 
form for the Portersville Road Widening-Phase II project.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Highway 56. Commenting about the Highway 56 project, City Engineer Chad 
Hurm said the state hopes to open the highway to traffic this week or next. 
 
Traffic studies.  Hurm said he is preparing to do two traffic studies regarding line 
of sight issues affected by landscaping.  Hurm added that one issue involves a 
private drive and a state highway and the other is a city street issue.  Police Chief 
Richard Gunselman presented pictures of the two areas.  The pictures were taken 
by Fire Chief Kenny Hochgesang  The first picture was Poplar at Schuetter Road 
and the second picture was taken near McDonald’s Restaurant as one turns south 
onto US 231 from Holiday Liquors. 
 
6th & Mill parking spaces.  Mayor Schmitt asked the City Engineer to mark 
parking spaces at the 6th and Mill Street property recently purchased by the City.  
Schmitt also instructed Hurm to work with the Street Commissioner about proper 
signage for the area.  Schmitt added that three spaces would be reserved for city 
hall personnel and the remaining spaces would be 'all day parking with permit' 
spaces. 
 

STRASSENFEST INSURANCE 
 In regards to the Strassenfest, Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider 
said all proper certificates of insurance are on file. 
 

HIGH WEED COMPLAINTS 
 Fire Chief/Code Enforcement Officer Kenny Hochgesang reported for 
publication the names of property owners that had been cited under section 
5.12.040, weed removal/ notice. The names and property locations were as 
follows:  
 
Owner     Location of Lot 
Robert F & Angela Schwenk  3745 Leawood Dr 
Westel-Milwaukee Co. Inc  Cell Tower on Scenic Ct. 
Diana Birkle    439 Third Ave 
J.P. Morgan Chase Bank  1291 Second Ave 
Primitivo Jr & Norma Renteria 3590 Marie Ct. 
Mary Jean Jerger   1529 Jackson St 
 

FIRE TRUCK GENERATOR 
Fire Chief Kenny Hochgesang said the generator does not work on truck #5, a 
1998 Ferrara, and needs to be replaced.  Hochgesang said the 2000 Ferrara also 
has generator issues but recommends letting them go for now because possibly 
parts from the 1998 generator, if replaced, could be used to repair the 2000 truck.  
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Because the 1998 truck is normally one of the first trucks sent on a fire call, 
Hochgesang said the generator needs to be replaced now and the cost for the 
upgrade is approximately $7,500.  Hochgesang added that the current generator is 
an AMPS generator but would be replaced with a Harrison generator.  
Hochgesang asked the board for permission to proceed with the replacement 
project. 
 
 A motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Mayor Schmitt 
to get the generator repaired for approximately $7500.00.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

EASEMENTS 
City Attorney Sandy Hemmerlein presented the following easements for 

acceptance and approval: 

Grant of Permanent Public Utility and Drainage Easement 
Design Institute America Inc. – NW ¼ of the SW ¼ of S25, T1S, R5W -14th and 
Royal Streets 

Grant of Permanent Wastewater Utility Easement 
Lloyd A. and Marlene A. Breaden – Lot 1 in Siesta Sunset Hills 
 
 A motion was made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to 
approve and accept the easements as listed above.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business to come before the board, a motion was 
made by Victor Knies and seconded by Thomas Schmidt to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion carried 3-0 and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 a.m. 
 
 

     
 ______________________________ 

      Mayor William J. Schmitt 
         Presiding Officer  
Attest: 
 
______________________________ 
Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer 
 


